
Lady Captain Tennis Report 2017 

 

After another fantastic action packed year, I can’t believe my 2 years as Lady 

Captain have come to an end. I can honestly say it has been a great honour and a 

privilege to serve as Lady Captain of Castleknock Tennis Club. It was another 

very busy and challenging year but one which I have really enjoyed.  

 

Firstly, I would like to thank Ciarán Johnson the outgoing Gents Captain for his 

support, help and guidance over the past year. Ciarán’s experience & 

knowledge has been invaluable and I am very grateful. I especially want to 

express my heartfelt appreciation to Ciarán for all his help over the past month 

during my recent illness. During this time Ciarán took on the role of Ladies 

Captain in my absence while also continuing his great work with the busy Gents 

Tennis schedule. I can’t thank Ciarán enough for all his help, we certainly 

worked very well as a team over the past year.  

 

Huge thanks to my Ladies Committee for their help and support. I had a great 

team working with me and I am very grateful. They are Marjorie Flood, Marian 

Hogan, Avril Duffy, Leona Flynn, Éadaoin McLoughlin Rachel Greene, 

Martina Garvey and Siobhán King.  

 

To all my colleagues on the Executive Committee – thank you for your support, 

it is very much appreciated. Special mention must go to Geoff Ross, our 

President and DLTC guru for all his experience, knowledge and guidance when 

it comes to all the leagues we enter. It’s always good to know Geoff is on hand 

to answer any queries regarding subs and to make sure we are sticking to the 

rules! 

 

To our Club Manager Steve, you have been a tremendous support during my 

tenure as Lady Captain. Thank you for all your help and hard work over the past 

2 years.  

 

To Gay in the office, many thanks for your hard work during this past year and 

reminders when league time comes around. The leagues come around very fast, 

so it was always good to be kept on my toes! To Marian, Trish, Orla & Neil – 

thanks for looking after all our catering and bar needs. Special mention also to 

Joe Ryan for all his hard work behind the bar, he will be missed.  

 

Thanks also to the Gents Committee for all their help and assistance whenever 

the mixed competitions needed organising! 

 

 



Thanks to the Castleknock Open Committee who worked with me as 

Tournament Director in making Open Week a huge success. The committee 

were: Paraic McLoughlin – Referee, Shay Dolan - Assistant Tournament 

Director, Phelim Kelly, Steve O’Reilly, Marian Hogan and Marjorie Flood. 

  

Special thanks to Eamonn & Clare Byrne who did a brilliant job running the 

Spring Championships and Club Championships during the year. Thank you to 

all the other members who gave of their time to help during the year whether it 

was on desk duty during tournaments or internal club competitions. With an 

extremely busy tennis calendar, it’s great to know there is always help close at 

hand in CLTC.  

 

Leagues 

A total of 23 Ladies teams represented Castleknock in DLTC leagues in 2017. 

 

Winter League 

7 Ladies Teams were entered for Winter League with all doing well in group 

stages. Our 1st team in Class 2 captained by Éadaoin McLoughlin made it 

through to the semi-finals where they lost out to UCD on a bitterly cold day in 

March. Well done to all involved 

 

Summer League 

We entered 6 teams into the Summer League in what was another successful 

campaign.  

Our 2nd team in Class 3 captained by Leona Flynn had a fantastic run reaching 

the semi-finals where they were narrowly beaten by Clontarf. They also gained 

promotion to Class 2 for 2018. Our 3rd team in Class 4 captained by Helen 

Spillane also made it through to the Summer League playoffs. Well done to 

everyone who played. 

 

Mixed League 

6 teams entered and another very good campaign. Well done to Our 1st team 

who made it through to the semi-finals, our 4th team who made it to the quarter 

finals and our 3rd & 6th teams on making it through to the playoffs. Our 5th team 

captained by Brian Rogers made it all the way to the final where they finished 

as runners up to Kilternan Parish. A great campaign by all – very well done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Senior League 

We had 6 teams entered in Senior League for 2017 which proved to be a very 

successful campaign. Our 1st team in Class 2 captained by Éadaoin McLoughlin 

made it through to the semi-finals where they lost out to Clontarf. Our 3rd & 5th 

teams in Class 4 and Class 6 captained by Lisa Halpenny and Ann Finnegan 

reached the semi-finals with both gaining promotion to Class 3 and Class 5 

respectively.  

Special mention must go to the 4th Team in Class 5 captained by Bernie Roche 

who triumphed over Shankill in the Senior League final in Templeogue on 

October 22nd. Huge well done to everyone – I am extremely proud of you all. 

Thanks to Cormac Dunne who provided the lovely tennis tops which the Ladies 

wore in the final.   

 

Floodlight League  

Floodlit saw 4 teams entered. The 2nd team in Class 4 captained by Martina 

Garvey made it through to the 1st round playoffs where they were narrowly 

beaten 2-1. The 4th team in Class 5 captained by Sinéad O’Brien made it 

through to the quarter finals where they lost out to Newtownpark. Well done to 

all.  

 

A massive thank you to everyone who put their name forward to play league 

and to the many subs who played. I would like to give special mention to those 

who captained the league teams throughout the year – you all did a great job. I 

am so proud of all the Ladies who played and the tremendous commitment from 

all. League Selection is probably one of the toughest jobs the Captains have 

during the year. I would encourage all members to support the Captains when it 

comes to League Selection – remember the role of Captain is one which is done 

voluntarily.  

 

 

Social Tennis 

 

Thanks to Helen Mohan for the huge amount of time and effort she has put into 

running the box singles and doubles throughout the year. It’s great to see new 

members taking part in these events.  

 

We have many members involved in running different events in our Club and 

we are always looking for new volunteers to help, so don’t be shy! 

 

Thank you to Sheera Harmon and Rosaleen Proudfoot for running the 

Wednesday morning tennis. You did a wonderful job. Noreen Kelly and Fiona 

McDermott are now running the event and are doing a great job.  



Ladies Thursday nights were run by Avril Duffy and Deirdre Brady – thank you 

so much to both of you for doing a fantastic job. Sue Spencer and Brenda 

O’Connell have recently taken over and are doing a super job.  

 

Ladies Team Tennis commenced in January. In 2017 we had 140 ladies taking 

part. It took on a slightly different format this year due to a slight reduction in 

numbers. Hopefully it will pick up again for 2018.  

 

Thanks to Shay Dolan and Peter Furlong for organising the very popular mixed 

turkey competition which takes place on Sunday nights. As usual places are at a 

premium on the sign on sheets! 

 

Windsor Tennis Club in Belfast hosted the Gathering Weekend in October. 

Many thanks to all at Windsor who looked after our members with their 

fantastic hospitality and entertainment. As interest is growing in this event, we 

would hope to facilitate more members in the future.  

 

It has been another great year for ladies tennis in CLTC. Thank you so much to 

everyone for all your support during my 2 years as Lady Captain. It was tough 

and very demanding at times but hugely enjoyable and rewarding. I would like 

to wish the incoming Lady Captain the very best of luck in the role.  

 

So, as I step down as Lady Captain having done 3 years on the Executive 

Committee, I would just like to say how proud I am of our fantastic club. 
 

Gráinne Doyle 
Lady Captain 
28th November 2017 


